The Federation of Surgical Specialty Associations (FSSA) has launched a UK-wide database to evaluate and track the effectiveness of tracheostomies on COVID-19 patients. Support for the Research Data Collection Service (REDCap) is provided by the British Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons (BAOMS) and ENT UK.

The FSSA represents the whole family of surgery and includes the Association of Anaesthetists. It is in the perfect position to promote this important national service evaluation of tracheostomies in patients with COVID-19.© /iStock/Getty Images Plus

The original database was conceived by UCL (University College London) and has now been adopted for roll out across the four countries of the UK. Support for REDCap registration from BAOMS and ENT UK ensures that registration to use REDCap does not delay data collection. The contact for BAOMS is redcap\@baoms.org.uk and at ENT UK is covid.trach\@nhs.net. It is expected that there will be enormous demand for registration. There is also an NFORC direct link to use whilst waiting for your REDCap registration to enter data directly: <https://trials.nforc.co.uk/surveys/?s=DL4MWX8TYX>.

More information about this project is available on the FSSA website and on the websites of ENT UK and BAOMS.

Kathleen Ferguson, President of the Association of Anaesthetists, said: \'Many patients critically unwell with COVID-19 infection may need a tracheostomy to facilitate their recovery from prolonged mechanical ventilations. The decision to perform a tracheostomy including the timing and technique is a shared one between the intensive care team and the surgeon. A multi-disciplinary evaluation of this service is essential to add to our understanding of the best care for patients with critical COVID-19. I encourage every unit to sign up to this project.\'
